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WELCOME TO SUMNER COUNTY VOLUNTEER PREK!!!

We want to make sure Sumner County
PreK is a positive, pleasant experience for
your child and for you. What can we do
together to make this happen?
New Student Registration/Site visit –
Prior to enrollment, parents/guardians
are invited to visit the school to review
the facility and have the opportunity to
learn about the program’s policies and
procedures. July 25, 2018 is new student
registration for Sumner County Schools.
Please check with your school for times.
Family Orientation – You will complete a
Family Orientation during phase in week.
If your child transfers during the school year to another school, you do not have to complete another
orientation. However, you are always welcome and encouraged to visit your child’s new school and
meet the teachers.
Family Orientation is where you receive basic information about the services your family will receive
while enrolled in our program. You will have a chance to ask questions, take a tour of a school, and
meet teachers.
We encourage you to keep all information received during Family Orientation and refer to it throughout
the program year if you have questions.
Separation Anxiety – It’s Going to Be O.K.! - Our teachers are trained to work with young children. We
understand that children may cry or cling to mom or dad the first few days. For some parents,
separation from your child can be challenging. We will work with your children to help them settle and
feel better. Usually, children calm down within minutes of the parent leaving. Make sure we have your
current phone number, so we can contact you if there is any reason for concern.
School Supplies – you won’t need any! We’ll provide everything your child needs in the way of food and
education supplies.
During center hours, we provide meals for your child. Please do not send food. Exception: Students
who don’t qualify under financial need will need to provide money for lunch and breakfast.
Hours of Operation
JW Wiseman Elementary- 7:30-1:00
Millersville Elementary- 7:15-12:45
Vena Stuart Elementary- 7:40-1:10
Westmoreland Elementary- 7:45-1:15
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Outdoor Play – Children will be provided with an opportunity for outdoor play/recess when the
temperatures are between 32 degrees and 95 degrees and not raining. Teachers will look for signs of
dehydration, heat stroke, frostbite, ect. depending on the season. The playground rules will be taught
and posted in the play area.
How should my child dress? We want them to be able to move comfortably – crawl, run, jump and
play. They need to be able to use paints and markers without worrying that they’ll mess up their
clothes. So – don’t send or bring them in their “best” clothes that you don’t want to get dirty.
Send or bring a change of clothes (especially underwear) in case your child has a toileting accident, gets
wet while playing in the water table, or spills something during meals. Write your child’s name on the
clothes and place them in a sack/bag with your child’s name on the bag. Label all clothes, including
sweaters and jackets. Sometimes we are able to wash the soiled clothing before we
send it home – if it’s labeled, it won’t get mixed up with another child’s clothing.
Shoes are an important part of playing safely. It helps if preschoolers wear tennis
shoes or shoes with rubber soles that allow them to run and play – no flip flops or
crocs, please.
Personal Items – Our classrooms are well-stocked with toys and learning materials.
We ask that personal toys and items be left at home unless otherwise requested by
the teacher. Teachers will sometimes request that children bring an item from home
as part of an activity or project. Teachers will sometimes request that children bring
an item, such as their favorite stuffed animal to show during a pet theme, from
home as part of an activity or project.
The first few days of school, however, can be scary for children who have not been
away from home. Some children need a special blanket, stuffed animal, or toy. It’s
o.k. to send those with your child at the beginning of the year (especially if your child
won’t go without it!). Make sure to label the item with your child’s name.
If you need assistance and are not sure who you should talk with, contact the teacher or principal at
your child’s school. We look forward to working with you this year!

What Is Volunteer PreK?
Before entering into the program, parents will receive a letter that includes the actual time of PreK
operation. Our program also serves children with special needs, such as hearing or visual loss or
impairment, learning disabilities, orthopedic problems, emotional disturbances and other chronic health
impairments.
Our program partners with families to provide the following
services:
● Education
–
a
comprehensive,
individualized,
research-based
and developmentally appropriate
curriculum
which
encourages
self-confidence,
spontaneity, curiosity and self- regulation. Parents are
provided with information, resources and training on child
development, behavior and developmentally appropriate
activities.
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●
●
●
●
●
●

Health – comprehensive medical/dental screenings and follow-up services for all enrolled
children. Parents are provided with dental health education and are encouraged to attend
medical/dental appointments with their child.
Nutrition – a comprehensive nutrition program consisting of two well balanced meals (breakfast
and lunch), parent education, and nutrition counseling when needed.
Special Needs (Disabilities) – identification, evaluation/therapy, and follow-up for children with
special needs; individualized education is provided to ensure needed services are adequately
provided for enrolled children. Parents are provided with community resources as needed.
Mental Health –psychological screenings, assessments and evaluations when needed.
Social Services – families are assisted in identifying resources to meet their needs and
encouraged to take greater responsibility toward social and economic empowerment.
Family Engagement – parents have opportunities to learn Leadership and Citizenship skills
through the local Parent Committee and various community activities to enhance their skills and
knowledge in decision-making, planning and advocacy.

The Classroom
Children will be assigned a classroom with a group size of twenty, with one Lead Teacher and an
Assistant Teacher. Once children arrive, they are greeted warmly by their teachers. They put their coats
and personal items in a place which is their own to use daily. They may have time to join other
classmates at tables to play, or they could join a circle group to share ideas or experiences with other
children before they have a nutritious breakfast in a family-style setting.
Classroom time includes many different activities. They may have group activities to begin the day, such
as singing or story time, with the whole class participating. They may choose from art, playing with
blocks or table toys, science activities, looking at books, or ‘pretending’ in the dramatic play area. Each
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day the children have time to work in small groups with other children and to play outside on safe, age
appropriate playground equipment. At lunchtime, the children receive a nutritious meal. All of the
children are taught to wash their hands before meals, and are encouraged to develop good, healthy
personal habits.
School Readiness
One of the primary goals of the program is to ensure that by the time children leave PreK, they are
prepared to succeed in kindergarten and beyond. The program enhances children’s cognitive, physical,
social and emotional development in a learning environment that supports children’s growth in
language, literacy, mathematics, science, social and emotional functioning, creative arts, physical skills
and approaches to learning

Families are a part of developing school readiness goals, identifying individual goals for their own
children, and learning about their child’s progress throughout the year. Children’s individual progress is
shared with parents and families throughout the year.
School readiness progress is shared during Parent Teacher Conferences. Parent Teacher Conferences are
scheduled in September and February so that teaching staff and parents can identify accomplished skills
in each domain and also emerging skills that should be worked on both at school and at home.
Progress is shared by sending home a progress report and report card each quarter. This report will
share information about each child’s accomplished and emerging skills.
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DIVORCED/SEPARATED PARENTS/GUARDIANS
Sumner County VPK shall maintain neutrality between parents who are involved in a legal
action affecting the family, unless otherwise directed by a court order. It is the sole
responsibility of the parent(s) to notify the school and provide a copy of such a court order.
The parent(s)/guardian(s) who enrolls a student shall be considered to be custodial parent and
that parent’s residence shall be considered the student’s residence for school purposes, unless a
court order or other documentation is presented which specifies otherwise. The parents of the
student are solely responsible for informing the school of names and mailing addresses of
custodial and non-custodial parent.
Federal law requires that the non-custodial parent of any student enrolled at VPK shall be
provided all report cards, notices of school activities, disciplinary reports, conference
information and/or summaries, or other student records which are provided to the custodial
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parent, unless otherwise expressly curtailed or restricted by a provision of a court order which
has been provided to the building principal. The non-custodial parent(s) may participate in all
activities including conferences. The school will conduct only one meeting for parents in which
both parents will be permitted to participate. If divorced or separated parents request separate
teacher conferences, the principal shall have the discretion to grant or deny such a request.
A student enrolled may be released from school to either the custodial or non-custodial parent,
unless the custodial parent has presented a court or other legally binding document that prohibits
such a release.

Technology in the Classroom
Classrooms may be equipped with one or more of the
following pieces of technology:

Tablet
Computer
Interactive Display or Whiteboard

Services for Children with Special Needs
Services for children with special needs include outreach
and recruitment, screening, professional diagnosis,
development and implementation of individual education
plan (IEP) for preschoolers. Sumner County Volunteer PreK
offers services for special needs children and their families
through a four step process involving:
1. Recruitment of special needs children.
2. Screening and assessment of all children and, when
needed, referrals to Special Education.
3. Implementation of Individual Education Plan (IEP)
for diagnosed children.
4. Referral of children who may need special assistance upon their entrance into kindergarten.
How does this process affect me as a parent?
All children will be screened for speech/language delays and developmental delays. Should the
screening show further testing is needed, we will ask for parental permission for further evaluation.
Parents will be informed of all screenings and testing results.
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What happens after the tests are completed?
If the tests or evaluations indicate special help is needed, the school will develop an Individual Education
Plan (IEP). This plan is designed to enhance the child’s learning and development.
Do I need to attend the IEP meetings?
In order for an IEP to occur, the parents must be involved. We encourage parents to participate in the
entire process and become informed. Your input about your child’s needs and goals are very important
at these meetings. Your ideas and suggestions about how to achieve these goals are put into a working
plan.
What happens after the meetings?
Everyone involved with the child helps implement the IEP. It is important for parents to know what their
children are working on so you can encourage your child’s development through appropriate activities
at home.
What can I do to help as a parent?
1. Talk often with your child’s teacher about the child’s progress.
2. Work to develop a good relationship with professionals working with your child. Don’t be
defensive. We need your cooperation and your honest opinions.
3. Return all permission slips as soon as possible because we can’t serve your child without your
written permission.
4. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.
5. Don’t be shy about requesting needed services for your child.
6. Spend time with your child doing activities and games that will help him/her grow and learn.
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Behavior Management and Discipline
One of the main objectives of the program is to support the social and emotional development of every
child. The overall goal of any behavior management plan is not to control child’s behavior, but instead,
to help children to manage their own emotions and behavior. Teachers and assistants are expected to
support the development of social and emotional skills, such as self-regulation, in children by using
positive guidance techniques such as modeling and encouraging expected behavior; redirecting children
to a more acceptable activity; setting clear, consistent limits; having realistic expectations; and by
implementing preventative strategies and teaching replacement skills for unacceptable or harmful
behavior. Adults assist children to develop these skills by:
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1. Providing activities and a daily schedule that engages the child academically and physically and
which is developmentally appropriate for the attention span of each child;
2. Utilizing a process of observing, anticipating/preventing and redirecting;
3. Teaching and reinforcing our behavior expectations.
4. Providing Positive Behavior Support for children’s development of age-appropriate acceptable
behaviors;
5. Assisting children to develop age-appropriate problem-solving skills by guiding them and by
modeling how to solve problems and to resolve differences;
6. Using books, stories, puppets, and other experiences to reinforce positive social behaviors; and
7. Collaborating with parents about Positive Behavior Support practices that support the child, and
ensuring that the bridge between the home and program environments provide consistency for
the child.
Unacceptable Behavior Management Activities
It is permissible to have a designated, comfortable place, (such as a plastic swimming pool filled with a
few books and stuffed animals, or other clearly identifiable area, such as library corner) in the classroom
for the overwhelmed and/or upset child to calm himself or herself down. The children should be told in
advance that they may utilize this space when they need to “calm down,” “regroup” or “cool out.” It is a
good idea to have a selection of age-appropriate books, drawing supplies, stuffed animals and soft
pillows to facilitate the calming down process. Unacceptable forms of discipline include humiliating the
child, threatening the child, withholding food or outdoor play from the child, physically hitting or
“spanking,” grabbing, yelling at, or verbally abusing the child. We also do not speak harshly or yell at
children. In other words, no corporal punishment is permissible. When parents are in our school, we
require that they, as volunteers, follow the same policy.

Suspension/Expulsion Policy
Sumner County VPK recognizes that that a child's school readiness is linked to social competence and
emotional well-being. Classrooms will be designed in such a way to promote and support the
development of prosocial and cooperative behavior. Teaching staff will be intentional in using strategies
that support the enhancement of social competence. Our multi-tiered system of intervention allows for
all children to have the opportunity to develop healthy social, emotional and behavioral skills.
A number of steps are taken to decrease the likelihood of unsafe, harmful behaviors that include, but
are not limited to:
1. Positive Guidance Plan - a plan developed to identify the challenging and unsafe
behavior(s), trigger(s) that may and/or environmental circumstances and how the adults
will respond to the behavior(s). The plan puts an emphasis on preventative strategies, new
skills to teach the child, and new, supportive responses from adults. The plan is facilitated
by the school counselor and PreK lead educator who provide support and coaching to
teaching staff and plans are implemented by teaching staff and family. The team will
provide ongoing support to teaching staff as the plan is implemented and the plan is
adjusted as needed to meet the child’s individual social, emotional and behavioral needs.
Parent input is also gathered on an ongoing basis throughout the year.
2. The teachers, PreK lead educators, and counselors work to improve classroom
management and teacher practices through strategies that include using classroom
observations and consultations to address teacher and individual child needs and creating
physical and cultural environments that promote positive mental health and social and
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emotional functioning; address prevalent child concerns, including internalizing problems
such as appearing withdrawn and externalizing problems such as challenging behaviors;
and, help both parents and staff to understand interventions, if needed.
3. If challenging, unsafe behaviors persist, an individual safety plan is developed to describe
steps to be taken to decrease the opportunity and likelihood of specific unsafe behaviors,
the staff who will be responsible for carrying out the plans, and next steps will be taken if
the steps prove ineffective.
It is the procedure of Voluntary PreK to severely limit the use of suspension or other modifications of
services due to a child’s behavior. Such safety measures may only be used temporarily and only as a last
resort in extraordinary circumstances where there is a serious safety threat that cannot be reduced or
eliminated by the provision of reasonable modifications. The PreK coordinator must be notified if
suspension is being considered as an intervention method. The steps listed above are required to take
place before a determination can be made whether a temporary suspension or other modification of
services is necessary.
Furthermore, it a temporary suspension or modification to services is deemed necessary, the
program will help the child return to full participation in all program activities as quickly as
possible while ensuring child safety.
Additionally, Voluntary PreK does not expel or unenroll a child from the program because of a
child’s behavior. If, after a program has explored all possible steps and documented all steps
taken as described above, a program, in consultation with the parents and the child’s teacher,
determines that the child’s continued enrollment presents a continued serious safety threat to
the child or other enrolled children and determines the program is not the most appropriate
placement for the child, the program will work with such entities to directly facilitate the
transition of the child to a more appropriate placement.

Emergency Plan and Inclement Weather Policy

●

● In the event of School Closing for Inclement weather or other reasons (this includes any
pre-planned abbreviated or half school day) Voluntary Preschool Buses WILL NOT provide
transportation home to students. Parents must pick up students from school. Please make a
plan ahead of time.
In the event of School Delayed Start time due to Inclement Weather or other reasons, Voluntary
Preschool Buses WILL provide transportation to/from school.

Parent Committee Meetings
The Parent Committee is made up of parents (or guardians) whose children are enrolled in Volunteer
PreK. The teachers assist the Parent Committees in planning workshops, activities/crafts; community,
center and parent projects. The Parent Committee performs the following tasks:
●
●
●
●
●

Aid teachers in developing and implementing local program policies, activities, and services to
ensure they meet the needs of children and families.
Participate in the recruitment of future Volunteer PreK students.
Help plan, conduct, and participate in parent/teacher programs and activities.
Initiate suggestions and ideas for program improvements.
Communicate with other parents and encourage their participation in the program.
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●
●
●

Aid in recruiting parent and community volunteers.
Assist in the identification and participation of community resources and agencies to meet
identified needs.
Sponsor activities and programs around interests expressed by parents.

Volunteering in Our Program
We Need Your Help!!!
We want and need parents to assist in the classroom, on field trips and to be actively involved. We also
need your participation in working with your child on the at-home activities developed by teachers.
You can help in many ways:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Classroom Volunteer
Field Trip Assistant
Recruitment of students
Special Projects
Parent Meetings
And the list goes on…

Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect
All schools are required to report suspected cases of child abuse and neglect. All reports are kept
confidential and are made in good faith. Suspected cases are reported to the Department of Child
Protective Services.
Because we believe every child has the right to be safe and free from abuse and neglect, it is our goal to
assist families by providing preventative services. If you would like more information about how to
recognize signs of abuse or how to get help for children and/or adults, please contact the school
counselor.
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Attendance
Attendance is important to your child’s
enrollment in PreK. As a group, our children
always make great progress during the year but only if they attend regularly. Missing class
means missing out. If you let your children
decide when to come to class, you and your
children will have problems almost
immediately.
Most children have some “separation”
symptoms and should be given at least three
weeks to settle into a comfortable routine.
Separation symptoms may also occur after
schedule changes, and especially after long
holidays or fall break (sometimes even after illnesses). Teachers will work with you to help your child
feel comfortable at the school again.
What You Can Do to Help Your Child Attend Regularly
● Make sure your child is asleep at the same time each night … early.
● Lay out clothes the night before classes
● Set an alarm each morning for about the same time.
● Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick.
● If your child seems nervous about going to school, talk to your teacher. Together, we can figure
out how to make your child feel more comfortable.
● Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Make arrangements in
advance so if you need to you can call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent.
Absence from Class:
1. Notify your child’s teacher and bus driver whenever your child is absent. Notification as early as
possible in the day allows time to adjust the bus route. Please inform your child’s teacher of the
reason for the absence and when you expect the child to return to school.
Procedure When Children Miss Consecutive Days with No Contact From Parent/Guardian:
1. If a child is unexpectedly absent and a parent has not contacted the school, one of the teachers
will contact you to make sure everything is ok.
2. If a child misses five (5) or more days in a three (3) month period, the teacher or principal will
contact you to develop an attendance plan.
3. The VPK program is funded to serve only a small number of children that both need and want
the services. Therefore, extended or repeated absences may force us to drop your child from
the program and move him/her back to the waiting list.
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Sick Child/Child Exclusion Policy
At the beginning of each day, teachers will complete a daily health check on each child. The purpose of
the daily health check is to minimize the spreading of illness. Any child who has exhibited signs of
communicable disease should be temporarily excluded, or sent home, from the program. The length of
time the child should be excluded will depend on both
the medical provider’s recommendation as well as
state licensing requirements.
When a child becomes ill during the day, but does not
need immediate medical help, a determination must
be made regarding whether a child should be
temporarily excluded or sent home. A sick child will
be isolated from the group with adult supervision until
arrangements can be made for the child to go home.
Parents will be expected to pick up any child that is
sick or make arrangements for someone else to do
this. Ultimately, the determination of whether or not a child can remain with the group will be based on
the following considerations:
● Does it prevent the child from participating comfortably in activities?
● Does it result in a need for care greater than the staff can provide without compromising the
health and safety of other children?
● Does it pose a risk to spread a harmful disease to others?
Symptoms that would indicate a need to temporarily exclude a child include, but not limited to,
● A fever of 100o F (using ear thermometer) for children over six months of age. Children younger
than six months who have a fever above 100o F should be medically evaluated. Children under
two months of age with any fever should receive immediate medical attention,
● Diarrhea of three (3) or more watery stools, or any with blood or mucus.
● Vomiting two (2) or more times in the previous 24 hours, unless it can be determined that the
cause is a non-infectious condition,
● Abdominal pain that continues for more than 2 hours or is associated with other signs or
symptoms of illness,
● Unexplained rashes or a diaper rash that show no sign of improvement,
● Evidence of Scabies, Chicken pox, Rubella, Mumps, Measles until the child is on appropriate
treatment and medically cleared to return,
● Other unexplained skin conditions (such as oozing sores) until seen by the child’s medical
provider and on appropriate treatment,
● Head Lice until after the first treatment (exclusion is not necessary before the end of the
program day),
● Oral pain, redness, swelling or sores in the mouth, and/or
● An acute change in behavior, such as lethargy/lack of responsiveness, difficulty breathing,
unusually pale skin.
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Parent’s Daily Health Check
Check your child each day for the following conditions. Please DO NOT send your child to school if
she/he has any of the following:
✓ General: Any child with a fever, severe
coughing, vomiting, diarrhea, or extreme
irritability or unusual drowsiness.
✓ Skin: Unusual paleness or an ashy color for
dark skin tones, a rash or a boil.
✓ Scalp: Nits, lice, bald spots, or areas of broken
skin suggesting ringworm.
✓ Eyes: Inflammation, discharge, or very water
eyes.
✓ Ears: A discharge from the ear (unless it is
under medical care).
✓ Nose: A thick mucus discharge-either yellow
or green.

Medical and/or Dental Emergencies
Emergency information is kept on file for each child who is enrolled in the program. This emergency
information includes, but is not limited to:
1. Emergency Contact information for the parent/guardian as well as other adults the
parent/guardian has listed in the event that the parent/guardian cannot be reached;
2. Emergency Consent signed by the parent/guardian. The Emergency Consent form grants
permission to take emergency measures (e.g. first aid, disaster evacuation) as judged necessary
for the care and protection of a child while under our supervision of the school in the event that
the parent/guardian cannot be contacted when an immediate decision must be made
concerning the child’s treatment and/or safety;
3. The child’s health provider and oral health provider’s contact information;
4. The child’s insurance information;
5. Health history information for all children; and
6. Health condition(s) information, including the health provider and parent/guardian’s input, as
well as emergency/rescue medication information, if applicable.
In the event of an individual child’s medical or dental emergency, staff are instructed to:
1. Assess the condition of the child and ensure that one staff member will stay with the child at all
times.
2. Apply necessary emergency measures, such as first aid treatment. Staff members must maintain
current CPR and First Aid certification.
3. Notify the parent/guardian.
4. Contact the principal.
5. Determine the severity of the condition and call 911 for Emergency Responders if deemed
necessary.
6. Provide emergency information on file for the child to Emergency Responders.
7. Notify the Central Office.
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Additionally, all classrooms must maintain an Emergency Board which displays the Emergency/Disaster
Plans for the site, contact information for emergency services (such as the police department, fire
department, poison control, etc.), emergency evacuation procedures, and safety drill documentation
worksheet.
Notice of Privacy Practices
Sumner County VPK is required by applicable federal and
state laws to maintain the privacy of your child’s health and
family information.
To protect the privacy of information on children and families
served by Sumner County Schools, our program will continue
abide by HIPAA regulation.

to

Parent Concerns/Complaints
Sumner County Schools two-way communication between
staff and parents and encourages parental input in all areas of the program. Please feel free to discuss
your concerns with teachers at any time.
A process is in place for parents to express their concerns or complaints about the program. This
process begins with communication between the classroom teacher and parent(s). The next step is for
the parties involved to work together on problem solving. Finally, a Parent or Community Problem
Resolution Form is available in each classroom. This form should be completed ONLY after all other
efforts have been made at the center to resolve concerns through problem solving. The procedure for
reporting concerns and complaints is as follows:
1. The parent should contact the teacher or caregiver immediately about any concerns.
2. The teacher/caregiver will address parent concerns. If the issue is not resolved, the teacher and
parent will begin the process of problem solving.
3. If the concern is not resolved after the problem-solving process has been evaluated, the parent
will be asked to complete the Parent or Community Problem Resolution Form.
4. The Principal will work with the parent, and other staff as necessary, to satisfactorily resolve the
concern.
If you have any questions about this process, please ask your child’s teacher.
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Transportation Procedures
Changes to Transportation
Throughout the school year changes in your family
may occur. These changes may include phone
numbers, addresses, medications, guardianships,
emergency contact numbers, etc.  When changes need
to be made, contact your child’s bus driver and
teacher. Give him/her the corrected information. Fill
out a New Transportation Form and Receiver Form
with updated information. This information will be
given to the Transportation Department. Please
remember that an address change could mean that the bus could no longer pick up or drop off
your child, but we will always do our best to serve your family. PLEASE USE THIS PROCEDURE
TO MAKE CHANGES TO ANY INFORMATION!
Reminders:

Your child must be ready for bus pick up five minutes prior to bus arrival and all

items taken to school bus be secured in a backpack……….NO EXCEPTIONS!!!
Family Bus Responsibilities
We show care and concern for each child riding a PreK school bus. We also care for their safety and
wellbeing and only want to leave them in safe situations. Keeping that in mind please remember the
following:
•
The bus will wait no longer than 2 minutes at your stop for pickup.
•
A parent or responsible party must be home when your child is delivered. It is the parent’s
responsibility to notify the Transportation Department in the event that an emergency arises and the
responsible party will be unable to be at home when your child is delivered. The Transportation
Department will notify the bus driver. When calling the transportation office, please have available your
child’s correct bus number and/or the bus driver’s name. The bus driver WILL NOT leave your child at
home alone. After a reasonable number of attempts to reach the parent or guardian, the child will be
taken to the nearest law enforcement office for safe keeping until parent/guardian can arrive.
•
In the event of school closing for inclement weather or other reasons (this includes any
pre-planned abbreviated or half school day), Voluntary Preschool Buses will not provide transportation
home to students. Parents must pick up students from school.
•
In the event of school delayed start time due to inclement weather or other reasons, Voluntary
Preschool Buses WILL provide transportation to/from school.
Safety is the key issue!

Tobacco Free School

All uses of tobacco and tobacco products, including smokeless tobacco, electronic cigarettes, and
personal vaporizers are prohibited in all of the school district’s buildings. Smoking shall be prohibited
in any public seating areas, including but not limited to, bleachers used for sporting events, or public
restrooms.
The use of tobacco or tobacco products, including smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited in all vehicles,
owned, leased or operated by the district.
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District employees and students enrolled in the district’s schools will not be permitted to use tobacco
or tobacco products, including smokeless tobacco, while they are participating in any class or activity
in which they represent the school district.
Any student who possesses tobacco products may be issued a citation by the school principal/
resource officer.
Parents and students shall be notified of this citation requirement at the beginning of each school
year.
Signs will be posted throughout the district’s facilities to notify students, employees and all other
persons visiting the school that the use of tobacco and tobacco products is forbidden.

Information for Parents
How do I know if my child is eligible for Pre-K?

Enrollment in the Voluntary Pre-K program is based upon a child’s eligibility as identified in TCA
49-6-101─104. Available space in each school system is limited and is based on the funding
awarded each year through a grant process. Children must be four years old by Aug. 15 prior to the
new school year and reside in the area served by the school district. No child who is age eligible for
kindergarten (five years of age on or before Aug. 15 prior to the new school year) may be enrolled in
pre-K.

Enrollment Priority Requirements

1st Priority (Tier 1) - Pursuant to state law 49-6-101: students identified as economically
disadvantaged. This identification is based on income levels set each year by the Department of
Health and Human Services. and used during the application process to determine income eligibility
for enrollment. In addition, students who have lost their parent as a direct result of war.
2nd Priority (Tier 2) - Students with disabilities, students identified as English Language Learners
(ELL), in state custody, or those identified as educationally at-risk for failure due to circumstances of
abuse or neglect. In addition, students who have been in TEIS or Even start will be a second priority.
3rd Priority (Tier 3) - If space for enrollment remains after identifying children who meet Tier 1 or 2,
the LEA may enroll any child that meets the age requirement and the requirements set forth by the
Community Pre-K Advisory Council (C-PAC). These students are considered unserved or
underserved and may be enrolled by the process established by the C-PAC.

How do parents apply to enroll their children in Pre-K?

Parents and guardians will need to complete an application located on the district website at
www.sumnerschools.org. Applications will also be sent home in the spring at schools in the local
areas.

What will my child learn in pre-K?

Your child’s first year of school is an exciting time for both you and your child. The goal of the pre-K
school year is to engage each child in learning through a curriculum that focuses on the needs of
young children in all areas of development including language, early literacy, math, science, social
studies, the arts, physical development, as well as social emotional development, and healthy living.
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Each day is planned to provide hands on experiences that develop and support a child’s love and joy
of learning. The classroom environment creates a safe, nurturing and supportive place for young
children to explore these new learning opportunities and to set the foundation for future learning in
the years to come. Your child’s teacher will provide you with information on classroom activities
throughout the year to keep you informed on what your child is learning about throughout the year.
To accomplish all of this in pre-K, your child’s teacher will need your support to learn about your
child and his/her interests. This will help the teacher build on what your child is already comfortable
with and to also expand his knowledge of new things. The teacher will also provide suggestions and
ideas for ways to help your child continue to grow and learn as home.

Thank you for choosing Sumner County Volunteer
PreK. We look forward to serving your child and
family during this exciting new school year!
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